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The Value of Research
Every discipline has its own methods for teaching, 
its unique ways of thinking, its specific types of 
work. Research can be approached in a variety of 
ways as well, but ultimately, the process of research 
is where the fun is.
Fun? Sure—if you are a biologist, it’s fantastic  
to see how a hypothesis can develop into a project 
so rich in results it takes your work to a new level. 
Or if you are a musician studying composers, what 
a rush to find out their similarities and differences, 
how they wrote and how they lived. Engineers 
studying green technologies, economists watching 
market trends, historians delving into events of the 
past—the topics are endless, the possibilities  
for study boundless. 
Import
Dr. Drew Murray, the Associate Director of Research 
in the Honors Program and Associate Professor  
of Mechanical Engineering, has overseen the 
thesis research and writing process for the last four 
years. As he has also advised a significant number 
of research projects performed by both under-
graduate and graduate students, he has glimpsed 
the research process from all sides.  Murray finds 
the breadth of what constitutes scholarship and 
the methods for producing scholarship fascinat-
ing.  Murray says, “Although completing the written 
thesis comes as a great relief, the students growing 
through the engagement in scholarship is really the 
result we are after.”
 
Impact
When asked why writing a thesis is important, 
Murray laid out several advantages. Critical among 
them, “is to have good, clean, academic fun. Look  
at your professors. What gets them going? They 
get excited about having a problem, taking an 
intellectual journey, and producing original 
research.” Another 
advantage is that a 
thesis provides an 
individual capstone 
experience. Many 
degree programs 
on campus feature a 
capstone experience 
that is team-based.  
The thesis is unique 
to the individual 
and, in most cases, 
constitutes more 
total work than 
a semester-long 
capstone.
A good thesis  
experience also 
opens the doors of graduate schools. Obviously,  
it shows you can conduct research and tackle  
complex questions independently. After that, the 
work provides source material for an intriguing  
personal statement and allows your advisor to write 
a personal, detailed and unparalleled letter  
of recommendation for you.
Eric Harper, a recent graduate from the Berry  
Scholars Program, said “This experience will benefit 
me greatly as I am going to the University of  
Michigan to pursue a PhD in Materials Engineering,  
 
so learning how to do an undergrad thesis and 
conduct research was of paramount importance.” 
Harper also speaks to current Honors students 
thinking about taking up the challenge of a thesis 
project: “I completely recommend it. You won’t 
regret it.”
Presenting their research at the Honors Students 
Symposium, creating and presenting posters  
outlining their projects for the Joseph W. Stander 
Symposium, and writing up their work for the  
printed thesis manuscripts, all impacted the 
students’ whole experience of researching and 
completing their theses.
Breadth and Depth:  The Symposium
This year’s Honors Students Symposium featuring 
the senior thesis writers was a rousing success from 
all perspectives. From the breadth of presenters— 
59 students from numerous disciplines—to the 
depth of topics, the occasion drew hundreds of 
attendees who came to listen and discuss the 
scholarly work.
Feedback from the senior presenters indicated that 
their experience at the Symposium was beneficial 
to their research process. “It gave me a great oppor-
tunity to more thoroughly understand my material,” 
said one thesis writer. Another presenter stated, 
“It was an opportunity to speak in front of an audi-
ence... Also, you were able to share your original 
research with people that had genuine 
interest in what you were studying.”
Here is a sampling of research topics that 
explain why the event continues to be the 
highlight of the Honors Program calendar 
each year:
Business Administration
Attitudes and Behavioral Intentions toward the Adoption 
of Mobile Marketing:  An Analysis of Gen Y across  
American, French and Chinese Cultures, Catherine Glynn
Engineering
The Use of Elastically-Based Mechanical Energy Storage  
in Moror Vehicles, Nicholas Direnzi
Health and Sports Science
Pediatric Traumatic Brain Injury:  Best Practices for Return 
to School and Play, Alexandria C. Harris
Amanda Fioritto, International Studies and 
Sociology
Through the Golden Door:  Exploring the Inegration of Ira
qi 
Refugees in the United States.
“The purpose of this study is not only to gain insight int
o 
the level of incorporation of Iraqi refugees, but also to 
address remaining issues and propose policy changes to
 
local social service organizations.”
Monica Guisfredi, Chemical Engineering
Appropriate Technology for Extraction of Essential Oils fro
m 
Orange Peels in La Paz, Bolivia
“The proposed project will investigate past and current 
processes of essential oil extraction from orange peels 
then develop and build an appropriate design that is 
technically feasible, financially viable and sustainable  
for La Paz, Bolivia.” 
Rebecca Young, International Studies and French
Legacy of Language:  The Role and Effects of French as 
Language of Instruction in Colonial Morocco
“This thesis will explore the manner and means  
of assimilation by which the French implemented 
their language, as well as the consequences of its use. 
Additionally, this thesis will examine how the Moroccan
s 
attempted to counter the effects of French assimilation
.”
Humanities
Hero-Glyphics:  How Postmodern Characteristics of Contemporary 
Graphic Novels Have Transformed Joseph Campbell’s Archetypcial Hero, 
Zachary S. Heck
Performing and Visual Arts
Compositional Style Changes in Four Composers, Eunice O. Awonuga
Sciences
Using Game Theory to Maximize Social Welfare, Yi Zhao
Social Sciences
Rejection and Interpersonal Attraction, Nicholas Pesola
Teacher Education
Project-Based Learning in a High School Integrated Science Classroom:  
A Comparison to Direct Instruction, Carly Monfort
Celebration
The reception following the Symposium also  
celebrated the Honors Program tradition of excel-
lence in academics. Presenters and advisors were 
honored for their accomplishments, while family, 
friends and fellow students came to applaud their 
efforts and enjoy the excellent food and music.
Ms. Abagail Lawson, the 2010 
Patrick F. Palermo Founders 
Fund recipient, spoke about 
her research in The Hague 
and how that experience 
enriched her thesis work. 
Her heartfelt and interesting 
presentation provided the 
perfect conclusion to the 
academic tone of the day.
Article written by Ramona R. Speranza
Photography by Kaitlyn Hiti and Amy Timmerman
University Honors Program
welcomes Dr. Carissa M. Krane
Associate Professor in the Department of Biology, 
who will become the Associate Director for  
Research beginning August 1, 2011.
Since joining the faculty in the biology department 
in 2001, Krane has served as a thesis advisor for 10 
Honors or Berry Scholar students, and has  
supervised over 30 students who have pursued 
undergraduate research projects in her  laboratory.
“I have been involved in Honors education since  
my own experience as an Honors student. The  
challenging Honors courses I enrolled in as an 
undergraduate, and the personal attention and  
scientific training I received from my undergraduate 
research mentor, were instrumental in my personal 
and professional development as a scientist and 
now as a faculty member. As a beneficiary of an 
undergraduate research 
experience myself, I am 
deeply convinced of the  
vital role played by an 
Honors Program that 
reaches students in every 
discipline and encourages 
them to broaden their  
academic experience 
through research.” 
Funding for the UD undergraduate students who 
have conducted research with Dr. Krane has come 
from a variety of sources, including the Honors 
Program, UD Learn Lead and Serve Awards, Louis 
Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation fellow-
ships, travel support from professional societies, 
federally funded research grants (NIH/NSF), and 
industrial contracts for interdisciplinary research in 
bioengineering.
“As the Associate Director for Undergraduate  
Research, I would like to contribute to the  
momentum established by the current UHP team 
to champion undergraduate research on campus 
while exploring opportunities for obtaining outside 
resources to support Honors thesis projects and 
Honors programming,“ stated Krane.
“Dr. Krane brings a wealth of experience and 
creative energy to the Program,” shares Dr. David 
Darrow, Director of the University Honors Program.  
“I hope everyone will join me in welcoming her.”
Article written by Regina Lloyd
Samantha Buckner
Emma Dallagrana
Sarah Edwards
Amanda Fioritto
Monica Guisfredi
Shannon Hallinan
Jessica Hanley
Jessica Hannon
Annea Hapciu
Carol Harper
Sheila Heaton
Emily Huffman
Lauren Hunt
Kaitlyn Malson
Sara McCrate
Michael Miller
Jason Roland
Kelli Schimmoeller
Katherine Schuster
Amanda Steve
Madie Szaller
Jessica Thomas
Alexander Ulintz
Mary Viertel
Rebecca Young
John Wedig
Honors Fellows 2011
Congratulations to all the Honors Fellowship  
recipients for 2011:
Cordell F. Hull International Fellows
Henry Aldridge
Danielle Bare
Leanne Bernardez
Chelsea Boch
Danielle Bott
Alexander Brack
Ming Yue Chan
Lauren Charbonneau
Caitlin Cipolla-Mc-
Culloch
Claudia Clark
Lindsey Cummings
Kevin Donnelly
Katherine Earl
Margaret Edison
Sarah Edwards
Paul Enlow
Amanda Fioritto
Lawrence Funke
Rebecca Greider
Monica Guisfredi
Matthew Hagenbuch
Katelin Hanes
Annea Hapciu
Sheila Heaton
Briana Hollis
Andrew Kelly
Glenna Knape
Christopher Kovaleski
John McGinnis
Richard Nebel
Amy Pancher
Heather Petrie
Daniel Prindle
Stephanie Recko
Jacob Rosen
Kathleen Rusbacky
Mary Ryan
Jillian Sandy
Travis Schubert
Anna Scott
Katherine Seager
Leslie Sollmann
Amanda Steve
Christopher Stucke
Patrick Sweigert
David Tacy
Jordan Taylor
Halle Trapp
Samantha Tsuleff
Mary Untener
Hayley Ward
Rebecca Young
Ronald Zeszut
Honors Thesis Fellows
Carissa M. Krane, PhD
Live at the Honors Symposium Reception! Attendees enjoy music 
from the First Flight Saxophone Quartet.
Yi Zhao presents her mathematical research  
at the 2011 Honors Students Symposium.
Thoughtful discussion during Brian McMaster’s  
Symposium presentation.
Catherine Glynn and her thesis advisor,  
Dr. Rebecca Wells.
Jim Saywell speaks to a rapt audience  
during his presentation at the Symposium.
alumniThe University Honors Program offers a chance for students of all majors to learn from one another in an enriching, 
academically challenging environment. The 
opportunity to meet a variety of talented 
students with differing world views contrib-
utes to the success of any Honors graduate.
The Honors Program is proud to have  
nurtured some of the most creative minds  
on campus. Highlighted here are four Pro-
gram graduates who pursued their passions  
in the arts and are now making meaningful 
contributions to the creativity of our culture.
Jonathan Judge, Class of 1993
Jonathan Judge knew that he wanted to be 
a writer, but while studying Communications 
and English at the University of Dayton he 
never could have dreamed that his passion 
for the written word would lead him to a 
career in film. Judge visited the Dayton Mall 
with his girlfriend during his junior year to 
see a movie and at the end she said to him, 
“You should do that.” 
“I knew right then that I wanted to make 
movies. It was that moment where the ceil-
ing parted and the light shone in and it was 
like — laaaa!”
Throughout his undergraduate experience 
at UD, Judge wrote for the office of public 
relations at UD and had an award-winning 
weekly column in the Flyer News called 
“Judge for Yourself.” Judge also completed a 
summer film workshop in New York, making 
a four-minute film short that eventually 
became his thesis project that he presented 
at the Stander Symposium. Because of this 
experience, he was one of 50 students that 
year to be accepted to New York University 
for film school. During his time at NYU he 
began interning for a company and met his 
current business partner.
Eventually, Judge gained experience being 
an assistant director and location manager 
and decided he did not need to go back 
to school, so 
he continued 
working. He has 
sold scripted 
pilots to CBS, 
20th Century 
Fox, HBO and 
Nickelodeon, 
and is now a director, producer and writer 
predominately for children’s television. Some 
of his directing credits include Blue’s Clues, 
Big Time Rush, Imagination Movers, Tosh.O, 
Bar Karma, and Supah Ninjas. As Judge sug-
gests, “It’s been a long journey, but I have the 
best job in the world.  Every day is different.  
Today I have had ninjas fighting a giant bug. I 
can make it snow in LA if I want. One time we 
threw Justin Timberlake into a vat of slime. 
Every day is cool and fun.” 
The Honors Program at UD was beneficial  
to Judge’s success because he was able to 
take seminars in various fields that exposed 
him to different disciplines and ways of 
thinking. “It taught me to think analytically 
and gave me a broad arts and sciences base. 
I still use it today, even in the fart jokes I 
write. The more you know about the world 
the more it makes you better. It makes me a 
better storyteller.”
Adrienne Niess, Class of 2004
Adrienne Niess almost immediately felt at 
home at the University of Dayton.  “It was 
the right distance from home, the right size 
campus, had great art programs and scholar-
ships...all the factors aligned.” Niess, knowing 
design to be one of her strongest interests, 
graduated with a BFA in Graphic Design and 
then went on to 
complete her MBA 
degree at the  
University of Dayton.
While a student at 
UD, Niess completed 
an Honors thesis 
on ArtStreet, then 
under development. 
Right around the 
time she graduated 
in 2004, ArtStreet was opening and she  
landed the position of Assistant to the  
Director at ArtStreet, in part because of her 
thesis work. Niess is currently the Associate 
Director of ArtStreet, focusing on univer-
sity-wide arts initiatives. She says that “the 
Honors Program helped me build networks 
across campus. If I hadn’t done my thesis 
on ArtStreet I wouldn’t be working here 
now.” 
Niess took advantage of the opportunities 
available to Honors Program students and 
felt that the challenging course load was 
helpful. She advises current Honors Program 
students to “get involved in as much as you 
can. Don’t be afraid to take on challenging 
experiences that are out of your comfort 
zone. I took honors courses unrelated to 
my major and being exposed to those was 
certainly helpful and will come in handy  
in the future.”
One of Niess’ favorite things about UD is  
that there are a variety of experiences and 
opportunities that students have access  
to regardless of their majors. 
Russell Podgorsek, Class of 2002
Russell Podgorsek 
can surely be 
defined as a multi-
talented musician 
with his experience 
in guitar, viola, 
violin and voice. 
Podgorsek gath-
ered inspiration 
from heavy metal 
music to play the 
guitar, high school 
music theory to 
play the strings, and his experience at UD  
to join Chorale and sing.
The University of Dayton was the only school 
that emerged in his college search where 
he could double major in both mathemat-
ics and music. “When I came to UD I met 
Phil Magnuson and he seemed like a great 
teacher, so there was no question in my mind 
that I wanted to come to UD.”
Podgorsek’s Honors thesis was a chamber 
opera. “I was pushing my boundaries so far 
and it set me up to do further study at the 
graduate level because I was doing graduate 
level work in my thesis.” The hard work he  
put into his Honors thesis paid off when he 
was able to receive his master’s degree from 
the prestigious Hartt School, the compre-
hensive performing arts conservatory of the 
University of Hartford in Connecticut.
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Honors Program Giving
Help make a difference  
in the lives of current students. 
Consider a gift to the  
Dr. Patrick F. Palermo  
Honors Program Founders Fund.
 To learn more about the fund to go  
http://honors.udayton.edu
Make a Donation  
to the University Honors Program
125 Alumni Hall
University of Dayton
Dayton, OH  45469-0311
Based on his enlightening experience with the  
Honors thesis, he highly encourages students  
to take advantage of the experience since it is a 
“rare opportunity for undergraduates to do  
graduate work.” Podgorsek also advises current 
Honors students to make the most out of the 
honors classes they will need to take. “We live in a 
world of specialization. It is beneficial to broaden 
our horizons and learn a lot of good information 
from professors with interesting insights.”
Podgorsek is currently pursuing his doctorate  
at the University of Texas in Austin and plays the 
viola in his ensemble, the Miklos Quartet.
Howard Watkins, Class of 1986
Howard Watkins, in his 13th season as an  
Assistant Conductor at the Metropolitan Opera in 
New York, was not originally a music major at the 
University of Dayton.  “I’ve always loved music, 
and halfway through my undergrad I realized that 
chemical engineering was not what I wanted to do 
so I switched to a music major.” 
The University of Dayton’s music program is  
relatively small compared to other conservatories, 
and Watkins attributes his success to the fact that 
he was able to receive a lot of individual attention 
and opportunities to work one-on-one with  
professors.  He enjoyed collaborating with people 
not only in the depart-
ment of music but also  
with others in different 
fields of interest.
To Watkins, one of the 
best things about UD 
and the Honors Program 
was the opportunity 
to take interdisciplin-
ary seminars and learn 
from those in depart-
ments other than his. His advice to current Honors 
students is “to take advantage of the fact that you 
can meet people in different fields of endeavor, 
and get to see all the ways that people think. Make 
good friends. I have kept many friends I met in the 
Honors Program and I am very grateful for that.”
Watkins graduated with a Bachelor of Music in 
piano performance from UD, a Master of Music 
in piano performance from the University of 
Michigan, and a Doctor of Musical Arts in piano 
accompaniment and chamber music from the 
University of Michigan, studying under renowned 
pianist Martin Katz. In addition to his conducting 
work for the Met, Watkins also serves on the faculty 
of the Tanglewood Music Center where he is the 
Opera Program Coordinator. He also performs as a 
pianist, and as an opera coach and accompanist for 
some of the world’s leading musicians.
Article written by Kristina Demichele 
and Amy Timmerman
Growing up in Pittsburgh, Garrett Coleman studied competitive 
Irish dance. “Dance was something that kept me grounded when 
faced with social pressures in an inner city urban setting,” he 
states. His talent and drive led him to excel as two-time World 
Irish Dance Champion in 2004 and 2005. In 2006 he was named 
a Presidential Scholar in the Arts and performed at the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in Washington. 
As he considered college, Coleman chose the University of Dayton 
where his parents are alumni. Before even stepping on campus, 
though, he was offered the opportunity to dance with Trinity 
Irish Dance Company leading to a brief detour. With the help 
of Assistant Dean Ricki Huff in the College of Arts and Sciences, 
he was able to postpone his scholarship award and take a gap 
year, during which he first performed with Trinity and later toured 
with Riverdance. Coleman also credits Huff with helping him to 
design his major of interdisciplinary studies, where he  combined 
urban studies and business entrepreneurship. 
Coleman’s major areas of study reflect and inform the direction 
his life is taking. During spring of his sophomore year, he spent a 
semester in New York City at the Gallatin School of Individual-
ized Study at New York University, taking courses in public 
policy and urban studies while exploring dance styles that are 
rooted in urban culture and experience. This culminated in 2009 
when he and Jason Oremus, a fellow member of Riverdance with 
like-minded sensibilities, premiered Hammerstep at the 
Boston Arts Festival.  
As a dance show, Hammerstep combines various elements  
of urban dance and strives to overcome cultural and socioeco-
nomic differences by integrating traditional Irish step, tap and 
hip hop dance forms. Sample showcases and promotional events 
have been conducted in London, Boston and other locales around 
the globe.
Not merely content to stage a provocative show, Hammer-
step is also creating educational outreach dance programs and 
partnering with street artists, spoken word poets, and other 
urban artists to connect to grass-roots audiences. To this end the 
group has performed workshops in Soweto in South Africa, and 
recently participated in a “flash mob” event in Sydney, Australia. 
Most recently, Coleman’s troupe performed at Lincoln Center 
Atrium with Dave Eggar & Deoro on May 7 and May 12, 2011.
The two founders are currently exploring a for-profit business 
model and other funding to launch a tour so Hammerstep 
can fund its outreach programs.
Keep your ears open. The staccato dance steps you hear in the 
future could be a Hammerstep event on your doorstep.
Article written by Jeanne Palermo
For more information  
about Hammerstep,  
visit www.hammerstep.com  
and connect with them  
on their Facebook page.
May 2011 graduate Garrett Coleman 
never let any moss grow under his feet...literally. 
Coleman has been a dancer for 18 years and his 
training and passion have led him down 
an amazing road.
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JOSEPH CAPKA, Class of 2012
A PRESTIGIOUS INTERNSHIP
This summer Joe Capka, a Finance, 
International Studies and Spanish triple major, will 
be interning with BlackRock, the world’s largest  
asset management firm. Capka will be an analyst 
for its Latin America / Iberia Group supporting  
offices in Mexico, Chile, Brazil and Spain.
CAITLIN CIPOLLA-MCCULLOCH, Class of 2012
FUND FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATIONFELLOWSHIP 
The national Fund for Theological Education has 
awarded a fellowship to Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch, a 
Biology and Religious Studies double major, for her 
senior year. Through its Undergraduate Fellowship 
program, the FTE seeks to support gifted young 
leaders from diverse racial and ethnic communities 
and a variety of Christian faith traditions who are 
exploring ministry as vocation.
KRISTINA DEMICHELE, Class of 2013
STUDY ABROAD TO THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
Kristina Demichele, an English major, will study 
English literature through the Jane Austen Program 
at St. Peter’s College, University of Oxford in Oxford, 
England during her summer 2011 study abroad. A 
survey of Austen’s novels and short stories, as well 
as excursions to where Austen lived and wrote, are 
the basis for this experience.
KARL ECKBERG, 2011 Graduate
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
The 2011 Dean Leonard A. Mann, SM, Award  
of Excellence was awarded to graduating Honors 
student Karl Eckberg, a PreMedicine major. This 
award is given to the outstanding senior in the  
College of Arts and Sciences.
AJ FERGUSON, Class of 2012
FIRST UDALL FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP AT UD
AJ Ferguson, a Mechanical Engineering major, has 
been awarded a 2011 Udall Foundation Scholarship. 
A 14-member independent review committee 
selected this year’s group of 80 Scholars on the 
basis of three factors:  a commitment to careers in 
the environment, health care or tribal public policy; 
leadership potential; and academic achievement. 
Ferguson is the first University of Dayton student  
to be selected for the award.
JOHN McGINNIS, Class of 2012
NATIONAL CRITICAL LANGUAGE SCHOLARSHIP
John McGinnis, recently in Dubai on a William 
Jefferson Clinton Scholarship, has been selected 
as a recipient of a U.S. Department of State Critical 
Language Scholarship for participation in the Arabic 
intensive summer language institute. The Critical 
Language Scholarship Program is part of a U.S.  
government effort to expand the number of 
Americans studying and mastering critical foreign 
languages.
KRISTEN HAMMAKER, 2011 Graduate
LOCAL AWARD FOR GRADUATE
Psychology and Spanish double major, Kristen 
Hammaker, recently won The Young Women Leaders 
Award from Womanline, a counseling center in Day-
ton, Ohio. This award honors three young women 
who have made positive changes in the community 
and performed extensive volunteer service to solve 
a problem that the community is facing.
ZACHARY HECK, 2011 Graduate
LEADS LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL TEAM
Zachary Heck, a Philosophy and English double 
major and head coach of Centerville High School’s 
2010-11 varsity mock trial team, took the group 
to the Ohio state finals after winning the regional 
championship. Heck has a full scholarship to attend 
the Indiana University School of Law this fall.
EMILY JIRLES, Class of 2013
NATIONAL BOREN SCHOLARSHIP
Emily Jirles, an International Studies and Economics 
double major, has been awarded a David L. Boren 
Scholarship for the 2011-12 academic year. Emily is 
only the second University of Dayton to receive this 
prestigious national award, one which provides up 
to $20,000 to U.S. undergraduate students to study 
abroad in areas of the world that are critical to U.S. 
interests. Emily will attend the Beijing Center at the  
University of International Business and Economics 
in Beijing, China, and pursue a program of study 
that offers Intensive Chinese language classes 
as well course work in Asian history, politics and 
culture.
CHRISTOPHER LEMON, 2011 Graduate
FULBRIGHT ENGLISH TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIP
Christopher Lemon, a Language Education and 
Spanish double major,  was awarded one of 10 na-
tional Fulbright Assistantships for teaching English 
in Mexico at a university or teacher training college. 
His program will run from September 2011 to May 
2012, including an orientation co-sponsored by the 
Fulbright Commission and the Mexican Ministry of 
Education.
MATTHEW PUCCETTI, 2011 Graduate
MULTIPLE HONORS FOR THESIS WORK
Matt Puccetti, a Biology and Chemistry double 
major, was awarded an Undergraduate Summer 
Research Fellowship last year from the American 
Physiological Society to support his Honors thesis 
work with Dr. Carissa Krane. The fellowship, one of 
only 20 national awards from the APS in 2010, also 
included funding to attend the 2011 Experimental 
Biology Conference in Washington, DC, this April. 
There, Puccetti presented a poster with fellow lab 
student, Venky Mutyam. This international research 
conference draws between 12,000 and 15,000 
scientists. Puccetti was also recently awarded an 
Excellence in Undergraduate Research from UD’s 
chapter of Sigma Xi, a national Honors society of 
science and engineering research faculty. He was 
honored for his thesis work over the last two and a 
half years, during which he had three conference 
presentations and two second-author publications.
JACOB ROSEN, Class of 2012
INITIATES AND ORGANIZES FIRST UD PASSOVER SEDER
Jacob Rosen, a Mathematical Economics major, 
shared his Jewish traditions with 300 participants of 
various faiths at the first large-scale Passover seder 
at UD. Rosen spent a year preparing for the event, 
and is already planning a celebration for the fall 
harvest holiday of Sukkot. “I’m hoping we can have 
more dialogue and conversation sessions on cam-
pus to promote collaboration and understanding.”
Rosen has also recently been named Flyer News 
Editor-in-Chief for the academic year 2011-2012.
SENIA SMOOT, December 2010 Graduate
NSF FELLOWSHIP
The National Science Foundation has awarded 
Senia Smoot a highly competitive NSF Graduate 
Research Fellowship. The three-year fellowship, 
valued at more than $120,000, covers tuition and 
a monthly stipend for living expenses as well as 
international research and professional develop-
ment opportunities. She will conduct research on 
the effectiveness of assistive devices for children 
with autism while pursuing a master’s degree in 
mechanical engineering with an intent to earn a 
Ph.D. degree at the University of Dayton.
ALEXANDER ULINTZ, Class of 2013
GERMAN INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY  
Research into antifreeze proteins in organisms 
that are exposed to extreme temperature changes 
is the topic to be studied by Alexander Ulintz, a 
PreMedicine and German double major, during his 
internship at Christian Albrechts Universitat in Kiel, 
Germany, this summer. He will be assisting with 
nuclear magantic spectroscopy (NMR) of some 
modified antifreeze proteins, which helps deduce 
the structure of molecules from graphs the NMR 
produces.
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January 2012 issue 
so send us your news!
Once a year, the small hallway of the Honors Program  
overflows with students, professors and parents, drawn by the 
popular Honors Art Exhibit. Honors students of all majors may  
enter art pieces into the juried show, with winners receiving a 
nominal scholarship.  
Long-time Honors office administrative assistant, Jill Talley,  
suggested the exhibition as a solution for the bare walls of the 
Honors Program hallway. What was origi-
nally a plan to borrow student pieces from 
the Department of Visual Arts turned into a  
juried show open to Honors students in all 
majors. Dr. Roger Crum from the Visual Arts 
department was instrumental in organizing 
the original show and is still involved every 
year in selecting a judge.
Any student in the Honors Program can  
submit up to three pieces of art. The art  
is then judged by a community member with art credentials.  
Selections are based on artistic merit and must also fit the  
available space. In past years, local artists, art educators, museum 
professionals and even a well-known local art collector have 
served as judges. This year Professor Benjamin Montague, an  
associate professor of art and art history at Wright State  
University, judged the art.
Students whose work was selected for the 2011 Honor Art Exhibit 
include:  Leanne Bernardez, Allison Bruns, Chin Yi Chen, Brittany 
Cook, Caitlin Douglas, Adam  
Ferguson, Carol Harper, Alexandra 
Hill, Kaitlin Key, Lisa Lorek, Kaitlyn  
Malson, Olivia Meinhardt, Mary 
Mykytka, Meghan O’Connor, Amy 
Pancher, Amanda Schultz, and 
Madison Sullivan. Kelly McNichols 
won “Best of Show” and a $500 
scholarship. 
Talley, who now coordinates the 
annual show, says that over the 
years the type of art received has evolved — more and more 
three-dimensional pieces such as pottery and sculpture are being 
submitted. “It’s good to see other art media displayed in our show, 
especially more ceramic pieces. I recall a few years ago a student 
submitted a painting that incorporated the foot of a mannequin. 
This piece was the talk of the show and I have to say, the art was 
very interesting,” said Talley.
Looking to the future, Talley would like to see the art exhibit 
receive more visitors from the Dayton community. This year the 
show was announced in the Dayton Daily News in order to draw 
more people. Talley said, “School children visiting campus could 
stop in and look at our gallery and possibly write a report  
from their point of view.”
The annual Honors Art Exhibition opened in January and will  
be on display in the Honors offices at 125 Alumni Hall until  
November 2011. Everyone is welcome to visit during normal  
business hours of 8:30 to 4:30, Monday through Friday.
Article written by Amy Timmerman
Photography by Amy Timmerman 
and Ramona Speranza
Jill Talley, coordinator  
of the annual Honors  
Art Exhibition
It is said that scholarships from the Cordell W. 
Hull International Fellows Fund are given to those Honors 
students who will “learn, lead and serve in an international 
setting within the Catholic and Marianist traditions of UD.”  
Shannon Hallinan, a junior biology major, will be doing just 
that as the recipient of one of this year’s Hull grants.
“I decided that I wanted to go to Africa to do service, and 
it was a good thing that I asked for the Hull grant because 
flights are over $2000 and I was trying to think of how to 
pay for it.” This will be Hallinan’s second time traveling to 
Africa. The first time she went to Africa was the summer 
after her freshman year at UD with the Cameroon summer 
immersion group.  She “fell in love with Africa” and knew 
she wanted to go back.
Hallinan will be in Ghana for one month this summer  
helping with a drug trial at the Agogo Clinic through the 
World Health Organization. “One of my biology profes-
sors [Dr. Eric Benbow] does research in Ghana and that’s 
how I got my contact,” Hallinan says. “He set me in the right 
direction, but I put it all together myself. I contacted the 
World Health Organization and talked to the head doctor at 
the hospital.” The World Health Organization, in association 
with the Agogo Clinic, provides opportunities for students 
from around the world to study and observe medical prac-
tices. Hallinan will be doing daily rounds with the doctors, 
helping the nurses, and observing doctors during surgeries 
and their interactions with patients. “I want to go into medi-
cine, and practicing medicine in a third world country...will 
be an interesting and eye-opening experience.”
Hallinan wants to learn about other cultures as well and 
how cultural and societal interactions influence group and 
individual interactions.  Most of all, Hallinan wants more 
exposure to medicine, and this month-long experience in 
Ghana will give her everything she has dreamed of — an  
exposure to medical practices in developing countries and 
a chance to learn about the culture of Ghana. “I hope that 
this trip affirms my aspirations to become a doctor,”  
Hallinan says. “I love to travel, so experiencing another  
culture in Africa will hopefully inspire me to do service 
abroad when I become a professional. I hope to learn from 
others, make friendships, and take full advantage of this 
experience that will shape me into a more humble person.”
Shannon Hallinan is Vice President of the biology honors 
fraternity Beta Beta Beta, participates in the Relay for Life 
Committee and the Student Advisory Committee for the 
Honors Program, and is a tutor at the Learning Teaching 
Center for math, science, and physics.
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 19 Honors Students Welcome 2011
24 Classes Begin
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 15 Hull Reports Due
TBD Seniors:  Diploma Workshop
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TBD Juniors:  Honors Workshop
 
November
TBD Juniors:  Thesis Workshop
 30 Honors Art Exhibit Entries Due
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 1 December Graduate Theses Due
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Catherine E. Glynn, Matthew E. Graci, Jenna E. Hagemann, 
Kristen N. Hammaker, Eric S. Harper, Alexandria C. Harris,  
Aubrey M. Hartnett, Nicholas D. Haynes, Zachary S. Heck,  
Anna C. Henry, Nathaniel J. Hogrebe, Christopher A. Johns,  
Adam H. Josefczyk, Sarah J. Kemme, Eileen C. Kennedy,  
Katelyn V. Krupowicz, Maura E. LaMendola, Abagail M. Lawson,  
Christopher J. Lemon, Sara K. Lewis, Marissa L. Malson,  
Caitlin M. McGlynn, Brian P. McMasters, Kelly M. McNichols,  
Morgan L. Metz, Michaela A. Minichello, Rohan M Modi,  
Carly R. Monfort, Sara J. Mrowzinski, Jaison J. Nainaparampil,  
Jane M. Neiheisel, Nolan M. Nicaise, Micheal W. Patty,  
Nicholas V. Pesola, Joanna M. Pfahler, Erin M. Phelps,  
Sarah E. Picklo, Rebecca A. Pierson, Kevin A. Pitstick,  
Robert P. Plucis, Matthew V. Puccetti, Timothy S. Raffio,  
Susan M. Robins, Kyle G. Rodden, Mariah K. Roller,  
James R. Saywell, Joel E. Schmidt, Anne E. Schuerman,  
William J. Scott, Maura H. Shanahan, Zachary T. Sideras,  
Samantha L. Sippel, Colleen M. Smith, Senia I Smoot,  
Tierney A. Stinson, Michelle R. Tomczyk, Nicholas  Toth,  
Emily A. Untener, Ellen M. Vanderburgh, Abigail M. Webb,  
Marie C. Wetzel, Dana F. White, Claire E. Wiegand,  
Michael F Witt, Neil M Wittberg, Dale F. Wilson, and Yi  Zhao.
This year’s graduating class was honored at the 
Spring Graduation Honors Brunch on May 7 or the Fall Graduation 
Honors Lunch last December.  Honors keys were presented  
to attending graduates.
We were blessed to hav  104 students who crowned their academic 
achievements with an Honors, Honors with Distinction or  
Berry Scholar diploma.
Congratulations to all of our 2010-11 graduates:
Casey A. Aldrich, Kimberly A. Balio, Kimberly A. Beckman, 
James A. Benze, Sonya L. Bilocerkowycz, Jacqueline J. Boyle,  
Jessica A Brockman, Brianna L Bruce, Robert M. Buchsbaum III, 
Joshua S. Cain, Andres A Calvo, Emma B Castator,  
Courtney E. Castle, Michael J. Cermak, Allison L. Chalupa,  
Katherine M. Cobb, Kathleen M. Coffey, Garrett M. Coleman,  
Abigayle B. Conner, Brittany A. Cook, Courtney M. Cramer,  
Jared A. Crasto, Brittany A. Demmitt, Madeline M. Duning, 
Karl W. Eckberg, Elizabeth R. Eschbach, Julia L. Faeth,  
Rebecca H. Fahringer, Megan R. Falter, Teresa S. Finnegan,  
Jonathan D. Fisk, Lauren N. Flynn, Joel J. Forquer, Kaitlin M. Fries,  
Kelly C. Gartland, Brock P Glasgo, Margaret E. Gluntz,  
